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	I. [bookmark: _Hlk219472676]Purpose

	
	The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines governing the conduct of research within the county jails who contract with Alternative Correctional Healthcare and to ensure the safety, security, rights, and dignity of incarcerated individuals, staff, and visitors, while maintaining facility operations and compliance with applicable laws and ethical standards.

	II. Policy Statement

	
	Alternative Correctional Healthcare recognizes the potential value of research in improving correctional practices, public safety, health outcomes, and policy development. However, all research activities conducted within the facility must be carefully reviewed, approved, and monitored to ensure they do not compromise security, interfere with operations, or violate the rights of incarcerated individuals or staff.
No research may be conducted within the correctional facilities without prior written approval from the Sheriff, Jail Administrator, and Alternative Correctional Healthcare.

	III. [bookmark: _Hlk219472600]Definitions

	[bookmark: _Hlk219472626]
	Research: Any systematic investigation designed to develop or contribute to generalization, knowledge, including surveys, interviews, observations, experiments, or data collection involving incarcerated individuals, staff, or facility records.
Researcher: Any individual or organization seeking to conduct research within the County Jail, including academic institutions, government agencies, or private entities.
Human Subjects: Incarcerated individuals, staff, or others who may be directly involved in or affected by the research.

	IV. Scope

	
	This policy applies to all research activities involving incarcerated individuals housed in the county jail, jail staff or contractors, medical staff, facility operations, programs, or records, and physical access to jail property.

	V. Approval Process

	
	All research requests must be submitted in writing to the Jail Administrator and Alternative Correctional Healthcare.
The research proposal must include the purpose and objectives of the research, research methodology and duration, identification of participants, data collection methods, informed consent procedures, confidentiality and data protection measures, IRB approval if applicable, and contact information for the principal investigator.
Approval may be granted, denied, or granted with conditions at the discretion of the Sheriff or Jail Administrator in conjunction with Alternative Correctional Healthcare. 
Approval may be revoked at any time if the research compromises safety, security, or operations.

	VI. Patient Participation

	
	Participation by incarcerated individuals must be voluntary and free from coercion.
Participation or refusal to participate shall have no impact on housing, privileges, disciplinary status, release dates, or program eligibility.
Informed consent must be obtained in writing prior to participation.
Incentives, if permitted, must be approved in advance and shall not be excessive or coercive.

	VII. Confidentiality and Data Protection

	
	Researchers must protect the confidentiality and privacy of all participants.
Access to records or personally identifiable information shall be limited to what is explicitly approved.
All data must be securely stored and used only for the approved research purpose.

	VIII. Facility Access and Security

	
	Researchers must comply with all facility security procedures.
Researchers shall be always escorted unless otherwise approved.
Recording devices or electronic equipment must be pre-approved.
Research activities should not interfere with jail operations or emergency responses.

	IX. Staff Participation

	
	Staff participation in research is voluntary unless otherwise required by law or official duty.

	X. Reporting and Publications

	
	The county jail may require periodic status updates.
Final reports shall be provided to the Jail Administrator or sheriff upon completion if requested.
The facility name and Alternative Correctional Healthcare name shall not be used in publications without prior written approval.

	XI. Compliance and Termination

	
	Failure to comply with this policy may result in termination of the research project and revocation of facility access.

	XII. Policy Review

	
	This policy shall be reviewed periodically and updated as necessary.
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